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SudbrookPark, locatedin the Pikesvillesectionof
BaltimoreCounty,was designedin 1889by Frededck
Law Olmsted,Sr. and is his only rcsidentialdesign
in Maryland. Sudbrcok Park is one of only thrce
survivingsubulbanvillagesin the countrydesigned
by the elderOlmstedand the prcdecessor
of later
Olmstedfirm Baltimore.areasuburbandesignssuch
as RolandPark, Guilfold, and Homeland.
Sudbrook's
connectionwith Olmsteddetes
from 1876.At that time, JamesHowardMcH€nry,a
gentlemanfaimer flom a distinguished Maryland
family,contactedOlmstedto desig! a suburbanvillage
on McHenry's850-acre"Sudbrook"estate- through
which the Western Maryland Railroad had recently
ruD its track when extending its line into Baltimore.
The few extant letters and journal €ntries indicate
that McHenry and Olmsted correspondedfor at leest
a few morlths and possibly thrcugh 18?8regarding
the project,but it is unknownwhethera plan
matedalizedat that time. Unfortunately,McHe y's
long-standing
interestin developinga suburban
communityon his Sudbrcokestatedid not reach
fulfrllmentbeforehis deathin 1888,
In 1889,a groupof Bostonand Philadelphia
investorsformedthe SudbrookCompany,whose
principals etarted negotiations with the McHenry
executore
to purchasea poltion ofMcHenly'sestate,
and alsobeganworking with Olmsted,Sr.,assisted
by his adoptedsonJohn CharlesOlmst€d,to design
a suburbancommunity.Oneofthe first planning
issuesinvolveda determinationofbounderies.Th€
Olmstedsurgedthe Companyto purchaaemoreupland
propertyfor the development.
but rhe McHenry
gave
execubrsbulkedat this. An eventualcompromi6e
the Companysomeadditional upland in conjunction
with its agreernentto take someof the low.Iying area
nearthe GwynnsFalls.The plopelty that waspurchasedvariedfrom 395-feetto almost500-feetabove
tidewat€r.Respectingthe natural topographyofthe
land,Olmstedplatted five main curvilinearrcads
(Sudblook,Howard,Cliveden,Winsorand McHenry)
to take advantageof existingundulationsin sudace.
He alsoset asideClivedenGrc€n,8.5acresnearthe
pinnacle,as a permanentop€nspaceplaygroundarea,
hopingto preseryethe view.
Further, FrederickLaw Olmstedsuggested
locatinga prcposedboardinghouseon an openland
tdangleadjacentto the playground,as opposed
to
siting it in the mole woodedareanear the prcposed

Sud,brook Parh Residence
train station.WhenBaltimoreattorneyHugh Bond,
Jr., the CompanyPresident,protestedthat sucha
location would require too far a walk in the sun during
the hot summermonths,Olmstedpointedout that
"so far as walking in the sun is concerned,the platr is
to plant trees along the roed so that there need
be little of the distanc€without shade"and guggested
the possibilityof two boardinghouses,onenea.lthe
proposedstationand oneon the openland.Ultimately,
the Companydecidedto locatethe boardinghousenear
the station and to Eserve the triangle for a chulch or
other public building. T\vo bridges, one for pedestrians
and anothe! for calriages, were located at the
entrancewayarea,For the mostpart, houseswereto
be on par:cels
of aboutan acre,althoughOlmstedpur'
poselyincludedsmallerlots - anothernovelconcept
at the time.
The SudbrookCompanywas anxiousto begin
the saleof lots and pushedtbe Olmstedsto quickly
completea plan or sendpaltial dlawings.By August
1889,the Companyhad Olmsted's"GenelalPlan for
Sudbrcok,"an artistic intelloopingof curvilinearrcads
woveninto a comprehensive
designon 204-acres
of
McHenry'sestate.As he had donein 1869in Riverside,
Chicago,Olmstedsoughtto createa naturalistic
'iesDitelor the sDirit"in Sudbrook.In additionto his
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r'dymark .urv'lrnearroads u (oncFprso novel
'that the Sudbrook Company had difficultr' finding a
surveyor who could implement them - Olmsted
incorporated six other design pdnciptes in his plan for
Sudbrook: l) a distinct entranceway; 2) open green
spacesto serve as public grounds lbr informal gather
jngsr 3) an abundanceoftrees and other vegetation
to create a naturalistic effect: 4) a mixture ofboth
larg€r and smaller sized lots within the community; 5)
the separation ofdistracting elements (such as
the commuter train) using artlul design and natural
barriersi and 6) innovative and extensive deed
rest ctions to protect the master plan, establish
sanjtary requirements and maintain the residential
character of tbe community.
Althoueh Olmsted designedSudbrook as a
year round suburban village and the Sudblook
Companl expectedsalesto be immediate and plentiful.
Baliimoreans were slow to accept the idea of residing
permanentll eight miles ftom the city. a considerable
distance at that time. From its opcning in 1890
with a hotel. train station. water tower ano mne
cottagesbuilt to entice potential purchaseN
sales
never maie alized as anticipated. While the Companv
ah'ays had a waitins list ofprominent Baltimorcans
eager io rent from May through October,its inabilitv

to sell a substantial number of lots, combined wlth th€
populaity of the seasonalhotel, led to Sudbrcok Park's
€arly reputation as a "summer community."
The Sudbrook Company went out ofbusiness
around 1910, having developedabout twenty percent
of the community's 204 acres.The hotel burned in
1926. New developmentbegan in 1939 and continued
until about 1954, subdividing many ofthe blocks
and lots laid out by Olmsted. as well as the spaces
rcserved for a church and playground, to accommodate
hundreds of neo colonial brick homes.Despite changes.
the developersemulated Olmsted's plan and house
setbacks,retaining much of the intended ambrance.
Sudbrookhi. wearhpredman] .han.e".ince
it was designedas an innovative suburban village"
by America's ftust and foremost landscapearchitect including those precipitated by a threatened express
\,!ay and the tmnsii line's construction.Thanks to
Olmsted's pian and ihc soundnessofhis design
pinciples. Sudbrook Park has remained a cohesive
community in the true senseofthe word and a
''respite lbr the spirit." as important no$. as it was
107yearsago.
-Melanie Ansan, Sudbrook Parh, |nc.

+ For cdditionolinformctionobout the Olmsted lagocl in Morylond.seethe
FMOPLbooth in tha lobby of the 5t. CharlesChurchSchoolin Sudbrook.

